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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-17 and ADD new claims 18-24 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (currently amended) A document display apparatus that manages a plurality of 
electronic documents that each holding, when a linked document having hyperlinks display 
r ele vancy exists, thea relative relevancy to thatthe linked document as structure information, 
determines tbea display priority of each electronic document, and displays each electronic 
document based on rtsthe display priorit y thereof , provided with: 

a-structure storage means for storing the display priority of each said electronic 
document; 

a-structure analysis means for determining the display priority of each of said plurality of 
electronic documents based on the structure information held by each of said plurality of 
electronic documents, and stores them display priority thereof in said structure storage means; 
and 

a-display means for determining athe display method of each said electronic document 
based on the display priority determined by said structure analysis means. 

2. (currently amended) The document display apparatus according to claim Oaim 1 , 
further having: 

an-instruction reception means for receiving a display-related instruction input, wherein 
based on the instruction input received by said instruction reception means, the display 

priority of each of said plurality of electronic documents is recalculated by said structure analysis 

means and is stored in said structure storage means. 

3. (currently amended) The document display apparatus according to claim Gtaim 2, 
wherein said display means displays only ones of said plurality of electronic documents 
wfrese having a display priority that is a value larger than a predetermined display set value. 
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4. (currently amended) The document display apparatus according to claim Gtaim 2, 
wherein 

said display means allocates computer resources for displaying determined ones of said 
plurality of electronic documents in order of ajargest display priority value, and each-ef said 
electronic document having a corresponding display priority value that is smaller than a 
predetermined value isafe not displayed. 

5. (currently amended) The document display apparatus according to claim Gteim 3, 
wherein said display means allocates computer resources to ones of said electronic documents 
having a display priority value that is larger than said display set value, in order of largest display 
priority value, and each said electronic document whese having a display priority value that is 
smaller than a predetermined value afeis not displayed. 

6. (currently amended) The document display apparatus according to daimGJatro 1 , 
wherein said structure analysis means scans each linked document based on the structure 
information held by an origin electronic document, analyzes athe document group structure and 
stores information corresponding to the document group structure in said structure storage 
means. 

7. (currently amended) The document display apparatus according to claim C l a i m 6, 
wherein said structure analysis means does not scan linked documents of electronic documents 
having a display priority having a value that is smaller than a predetermined first set value. 

8. (currently amended) The document display apparatus according to claimG Jaim 7, 
wherein 

said structure analysis means excludes electronic documents wbose havinq a display 
priority that has a value smaller than a predetermined second set value from thea management 
target of the document group structure stored in said structure storage means, and releases 
computer resources needed for athe management of thes e said excluded electronic documents. 

9. (currently amended) A document display method ferof managing a plurality of 
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electronic documents that each including mefade structure information relating to a linked 
document , as hyperlinks having display relevancy, the document display method offer 
determining thea display priority of each said electronic document, and ferof displaying each 
said electronic document on a display apparatus based on its a_display priorit y thereof , the 
method comprisinq prov i d e d w i th : 

determining a starting point document to be used as a starting point when analyzing the 
structure information of the plurality of electronic documents; 

analyzing the structure information of the starting point document afidto calculate the 
display priority of each the linked document group whese havinq a link source that is included in 
the starting point document; 

specifying a display document to be displayed on the display apparatus based on the 
display priority of the linked document group; 

specifying the document group constituent documents that constitute thea document 
group structure, adding and storing the stor e that structure information in the document group 
structure based on the display priority of the linked document group whese havinq the link source 
that is the starting point document; and 

searching for the electronic document that constitutes a next starting point document 
based on the document group structure, wherein, 

the above operationss teps are repeated, and scanning for displaying is terminated at 
athe point in time when there are no longer any electronic documents that constitute the starting 
point document determined by the determining of a the start poin t operations tep. 

1 0. (currently amended) The document display method according to claim Gtaim 9, 
wherein A 

j n sa jd step-ef-determining of thea start point, anthe origin document with ^highest 
priority is specified as thea first starting point document based on anjnstruction input. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The document display method according to claimd aim 10, 
wherein A in said st e p of specifying of the a display document thea display priority value of each 
electronic document of thea linked document group linked to said starting point document is 
compared to a predetermined display set value such that all of these electronic documents 
having a corresponding display priority values greater than or equal to the predetermined display 
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set value are set to be displayed on the display apparatus, and thethese electronic documents 
having a the corresponding display priority values less that the predetermined display set value 
are not displayed on the display apparatus. 

12. (currently amended) The document display method according to claimGteim 11 , 
wherein, in said step-el-specifying a of the display document, computer resources are allocated 
to displa y for disp l ay i ng the determined electronic documents of the linked document group 
wfrese havino the link source that is the starting point document, and wfrose having the 
corresponding display priority values that isare greater than or equal to said predetermined 
display set value, and each electronic document wfres ehavinq the corresponding display priority 
value that is smaller than that of the predetermined display priority value is not displayed on the 
display apparatus. 

13. (currently amended) The document display method according to claim C l aim 12, 
wherein^ in said step-of-specifying of_the document group constituent documents^ the structure 
information of the electronic documents of the linked document group wfrese having the link 
source that is the starting point document and having a the corresponding display priority values 
that isare smaller than tbea predetermined first set value are not analyzed. 

14. (currently amended) The document display method according to claim Claim 12, 
wherein A in said step-af-specifying of_the document group constituent documents, computer 
resources needed for manaqing to manage said electronic documents of the linked document 
group whese having the link source that is the starting point document and having athe 
corresponding display priority values that is are smaller than a predetermined second set value 
are released. 

15. (currently amended) A document display method tofef displaying a first electronic 
document and a second electronic document, the first electronic document having a information 
related to the second electronic document, the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

determining a display priority based on a relevancy between each of the electronic 
documents; 

displaying the first electronic document on a computer display; 
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overlaying an image on the first electronic document corresponding to the second 
electronic document at a predetermined positioned defined in the first electronic document; 

resizing the first electronic document and the image corresponding to the second 
electronic document such that the first electronic document and the image of the second 
electronic document change sizes proportionally with respect to one another, said resizing-step 
being in response to user input or computer commands; and 

further displaying the resized first electronic document and overlaying the resized image 
corresponding to the second document on the computer display and maintaining relative 
positions between the first and second electronic documents in accordance with the 
predetermined position. 

16. (currently amended) The document display method as set forth in claim 15 
wherein:4a 

said overlaying stee comprises T further overlaying an image corresponding to a third 
electronic document on the first electronic document at a second predetermined positioned 
defined in the first electronic document; 

if* said resizing comprisess tepr further resizing the image corresponding to the third 
electronic document proportionally with the resizing of the first and second electronic 
documents; and 

m said further displaying comprises stepr overlaying the resized image corresponding to 
the third electronic document on the first electronic document and maintaining relative positions 
between the first and third electronic documents in accordance with the second predetermined 
position of the third electronic document relative to the first electronic document. 

1 7. (currently amended) A document display apparatus for displaying a first 
electronic document and a second electronic document, the first electronic document having a 
information related to the second electronic document, the apparatus comprising: 

means for determining a_display priority of the first and second electronic document; 

means for displaying the first electronic document on a computer display; 

means for overlaying an image on the first electronic document corresponding to the 
second electronic document at a predetermined positioned defined in the first electronic 
document; 
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means for resizing the first electronic document and the image corresponding to the 
second electronic document in response to computer and/or user commands such that athe size 
of the first electronic document and athe size of the image of the second electronic document 
change proportionally with respect to one another; and 

means for further displaying the resized first electronic document and overlaying the 
resized image corresponding to the second document on the computer display and maintaining 
relative positions between the first and second electronic documents in accordance with the 
predetermined position. 

1 8. (new) A document display apparatus to manage a plurality of electronic 
documents, a portion of which includes hyperlink information relating to linked documents having 
a display relevancy, comprising: 

a structure analysis unit to determine a display priority of each of the electronic 
documents based on only the hyperlink information thereof; 

a display unit to determine a display method of each of the electronic documents based 
on the determined display priority. 

19. (new) The document display apparatus according to claim 18, further comprising: 
a structure storage unit to store the determined display priority of each of the electronic 

documents. 

20. (new) A document display method of managing a plurality of electronic 
documents, a portion of which includes hyperlink information relating to linked documents having 
display relevancy, comprising: 

determining a starting point document to use as a starting point when analyzing the 
hyperlink information of the plurality of electronic documents; 

analyzing the hyperlink information of the starting point document and calculating a 
display priority of each document having a link source included in the starting point document; 

specifying one or more display documents to display based on the display priority of each 
said document having the link source included in the starting point document; 

specifying constituent documents constituting a document group structure by adding and 
storing the hyperlink information in the document group structure based on the display priority of 
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the linked document having the link source that is the starting point document; and 

searching for a next electronic document that constitutes a next starting point document 

based on the document group structure, wherein, 

repeatedly performing the determining operation, the analyzing operation, the specifying 

operations and the searching operation; and 

terminating display scanning at a time when there are no longer any electronic 

documents that constitute the starting point document determined by the determining operation. 

21 . (new) A document display method of managing a plurality of electronic 
documents, a portion of which includes hyperlink information relating to linked documents having 
display relevancy, comprising: 

determining a starting point document to use as a starting point; 

analyzing the hyperlink information of the starting point document; 

calculating a display priority of each document having a link source included in the 
starting point document according to the analyzed hyperlink information therein; and 

displaying one or more display documents based on the calculated display priority of 
each said document having the link source included in the starting point document. 

22. (new) A document display apparatus for displaying a first electronic document 
and a second electronic document, the first electronic document having information related to 
the second electronic document, the apparatus comprising: 

a display priority unit determining a display priority of the first and second electronic 
document; 

a display unit displaying the first electronic document on a computer display; 

an image overlaying unit overlaying an image on the first electronic document 
corresponding to the second electronic document at a predetermined position defined in the first 
electronic document; and 

resizing unit resizing the first electronic document and the image corresponding to the 
second electronic document in response to computer and/or user commands such that a size of 
the first electronic document and a size of the image of the second electronic document change 
proportionally with respect to one another, wherein the resized first electronic document is further 
displayed and the resized image corresponding to the second document is overlayed on the 
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computer display and relative positions between the first and second electronic documents are 
maintained in accordance with the predetermined position. 

23. (new) The document display apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein a layout 
and a display of the electronic documents are determined based solely on a hyperlink structure. 

24. (new) The document display method according to claim 9, wherein managing of 
the plurality of electronic documents comprises: 

determining a layout and a display of the electronic documents based solely on a 
hyperlink structure. 
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